ScrippsNetworks'GreatAmericanCountry(GAC) is oneof thetop-ratedcountrymusicchannelsandits newfile-based HD-
compatiblefacility is receivingquite afew raves.The countrymusicnetworkstartedn the 1980s with mostof its programs
tapedin Coloradoandelsewherecrosghe country,andhasgrownconsiderablyeversince.

After yearsof tapingits programsn avariety of studiosandproductioncompaniesthe GAC networkis now settledinto anew
two-storyproductionstudioin downtownNashville. The 8000sqg-fifacility wascompletedearlierthis year,underthe guidanceof
systemintegratorBroadcastntegrationGroupof Atlanta.lt useda designdevelopednternallyby a ScrippsNetworksandGAC
projectteamled by Kevin Kritch, the network'svice presidenof productionoperations.

The sleeknewstudioswerebuilt insideanexistingrecordingstudioandadministrativeoffice. The plantis completelydesigned
andengineeredor HD production but currentlydistributests programsn 4:3 SD only. Theplanis to moveto full HD
sometimen 2009whenmanyof the otherScrippsshowswill convertto HD aswell.

The 2000sg-ftmainproductionstudio“A” featuredour ThomsonGrassValley LDK 4000HD 1080icamerasndthreecustom
sets.Thesetsarefixed to the building'smainwalls, yet they canbe adjustedandpartsof thewalls andpanelscanbe movedor
replacedo accommodatdifferentscenicdesignsandart directionfor othershowsandlive musicperformancesPhiladelphia
broadcasscenicveterandrtists at Work designedandconstructedhe colorful andflexible sets.
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Text Box
Scripps Networks' Great American Country (GAC) is one of the top-rated country music channels, and its new file-based, HD-compatible facility is receiving quite a few raves. The country music network started in the 1980s, with most of its programs taped in Colorado and elsewhere across the country, and has grown considerably ever since.

After years of taping its programs in a variety of studios and production companies, the GAC network is now settled into a new two-story production studio in downtown Nashville. The 8000sq-ft facility was completed earlier this year, under the guidance of system integrator Broadcast Integration Group of Atlanta. It used a design developed internally by a Scripps Networks and GAC project team led by Kevin Kritch, the network's vice president of production operations. 

The sleek new studios were built inside an existing recording studio and administrative office. The plant is completely designed and engineered for HD production, but currently distributes its programs in 4:3 SD only. The plan is to move to full HD sometime in 2009 when many of the other Scripps shows will convert to HD as well. 

The 2000sq-ft main production studio “A” features four Thomson Grass Valley LDK 4000 HD 1080i cameras and three custom sets. The sets are fixed to the building's main walls, yet they can be adjusted, and parts of the walls and panels can be moved or replaced to accommodate different scenic designs and art  direction for other shows and live music performances. Philadelphia broadcast scenic veterans Artists at Work designed and constructed the colorful and flexible sets. 





